
The Continuum of Care (CoC) model of providing housing services to communities is built upon local collaboration, data-

driven outcomes, and targeted interventions tailored to each community's unique needs. Each CoC evaluates and selects

the strongest project proposals through a competitive, performance-based process before submitting them as part of

HUD’s national application. This ensures funding is awarded to the most effective, impactful programs.

The Center for Family Resources (CFR) has managed HUD grants since 1989. In FY 2024, the Marietta/Cobb CoC

received $2.97M in federal funding to support 15 projects, including permanent supportive housing, rapid rehousing,

transitional housing, and coordinated entry—programs that prevent and end homelessness, promote housing stability,

and build long-term independence. These funds are critical to ensuring that more than 200 Cobb County households

annually—nearly 40% of those are families with children—receive the housing and support services they need to exit

homelessness. 

The CoC funding model works because it allows us to respond directly to our community’s unique challenges. Our CoC

system coordinates with local schools, service providers, nonprofits, and local government to identify and address the

needs of the homeless in our community. In Cobb County, this community-led approach is essential to projects that serve

families, individuals, survivors of domestic violence, and people with complex behavioral health needs. These funds also

sustain our local data infrastructure, outcome tracking, coordinated entry system, and the cross-sector board that

provides governance and accountability. They empower organizations like The Center for Family Resources, MUST

Ministries, Highland Rivers Behavioral Health, and LiveSafe Resources to deliver targeted, high-impact support.

Without this local control, the progress we have made over decades would be in jeopardy as would the collaborative

framework that has proven effective. The CoC is not just a funding source—it’s a tested system for delivering real,

responsive change in our community.

The Importance
of the Continuum
of Care (CoC)

What is the CoC (Continuum of Care)?

KEY OBJECTIVES OF THE CoC

The Continuum of Care Program is a federal initiative that:

Promotes strategic community-wide planning to end

homelessness.

Funds nonprofit providers, tribes, states, and local

governments to support housing initiatives for individuals,

families, the disabled and victims of family violence.

Requires a collaborative local approach to evaluating and

addressing community needs. (remove this one if you

need to)

Emphasizes data-driven decision-making, including

performance-based funding.

Supports permanent housing solutions, aiming for long-

term stability and reduced reliance on emergency shelters.

Coordinate locally tailored community resources across nonprofits,

governments, housing agencies, and service providers to ensure a unified,

efficient response to homelessness.

Prevent and end homelessness by promoting long-term housing stability for

individuals and families, especially those with the highest needs.

Ensure access to housing and services through a low-barrier, equitable system

that prioritizes the most vulnerable populations.

Use data to drive decisions by collecting and analyzing information through the

Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) to improve system

performance and accountability.

STAY INFORMED ABOUT THE CONTINUUM OF CARE (CoC) 

LET THESE FACTS GUIDE YOUR ADVOCACY



ESSENTIAL CoC-FUNDED PROGRAMS

PROGRAM TYPE PURPOSE

Permanent Housing (PHS & RRH) 
Long-term housing for people with disabilities and

those in crisis

Transitional Housing Bridges temporary instability and permanent housing

Homeless Youth Services Targeted support for youth experiencing homelessness

Supportive Services Wrap-around care for stability and recovery

Homeless Managment Information Systems Data Collection, training and reporting

Coordinated Entry Streamlined access to housing and services

CoC Planning
Strategic design and evaluation of homelessness

response systems
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KEY TALKING POINTS

The CoC programs are the backbone of local homelessness response systems.

ESG funding does not prioritize long-term solutions nor permanent housing the way
CoC projects do.

CoC funding is performance-based and locally governed. Strong agencies meet
outcome benchmarks and are held accountable for fiscal responsibility.

Eliminating CoC’s would collapse local infrastructure, access pipelines and data
tracking.

WHAT IS THE COBB HOMELESS ALLIANCE?

The Cobb Homeless Alliance (formally recognized by HUD as the GA-506 Marietta/Cobb

Continuum of Care) serves homeless individuals and families throughout Cobb County and its

municipalities. The purpose is to promote community-wide commitment to the goal of ending

homelessness; provide funding for efforts by nonprofit providers, and State and local

governments to quickly rehouse homeless individuals and families while minimizing the

trauma and dislocation caused to homeless individuals, families, and communities by

homelessness; promote access to and effective utilization of mainstream programs by

homeless individuals and families; and optimize self-sufficiency among individuals and

families experiencing homelessness. Click here for more information.

https://cobbhomelessalliance.org/

